Core Curriculum
5 The Qur'an and Hadith
5.2

What is the Qur’an? A Short Introduction to Islam’s Holy
Book
INTRODUCTION
Bismillāhir Rahmānir Rahīm, As-salāmu ʿAlaykum wa rahmatullāhi wa
barakātuh. Peace be upon you brothers and sisters.
Welcome back to the Muslim Convert Channel!
In this lesson, we will look into the nature of the Qur’an. We will look at
who revealed it, and how it was revealed. We are also going to look at
the purpose and aim of the Qur’an, as well as outside factors that enable
the Qur’an’s aims of guiding humankind to be realized.
BODY OF TEXT
Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah said:
"I saw the Messenger of Allah - upon whom be God's peace and
benedictions - in the course of his hajj pilgrimage on the day of ‘Arafah.
The Prophet (S) was seated on his camel [named] al-Qaswa', and was
delivering a sermon. I heard him say: 'O people, I am leaving among you
that which if you hold on to you shall never go astray: the Book of Allah
and my kindred, my household."

The Qur’an is the Holy Book of Islam. It would be an incorrect statement
to say that the book is simply divinely inspired. The Holy Qur’an is the
literal word of God that was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (s).
None of the words contained in the Qur’an are the words of the
Messenger of Allah. Think about it this way, if someone gives you a
magazine article to read out loud which someone else has written, are
you reading your own words or the words of someone else?
Obviously it’s the words of someone else. The Qur’an functions in the
same way, the words of God were delivered to the Prophet Muhammad
(s) via the archangel Gabriel. The Prophet simply recited them to the
people.
The Qur’an sometimes seems confusing to some people. Unlike many
sections of the Bible, it’s not really recounting stories from beginning to
end, nor is it a straight forward philosophy book with a beginning, end
and a conclusion.
Furthermore, it is often claimed that the Qur’an, that is, the physical
book which we hold in our hands, contains all of the information of the
world. Yet when someone takes a look at the book (which is of average
size) one realizes that this is a claim that is hard to believe.
It’s not that Islam is making these claims, but it is simply a
misunderstanding. The Qur’an is a book of guidance. It contains all the
central principals for the guidance of humankind.
The Qur’an says “And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows
them except Him. And He knows what is on the land and in the sea. Not
a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there within the
darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but that it is [written]
in a clear book. (Chapter 6, verse 59 of the Holy Qur’an)
The book here is in reference to al-lawh al-mahfūz, a divine tablet or
book and not necessarily the Qur’an. This book contains knowledge of
everything in the world and is different from physical Qur'an that we

have in our hands.
The Qur’an is therefore a book of guidance for humankind. It contains all
the central principals and guidelines we need in order to reach the
salvation both as individuals and a collective Muslim community. In this
sense, the Qur’an therefore acts like a constitution, that is, a guiding
framework for our lives for avoiding sin, doing good works, having good
manners and ultimately finding faith in God and success in the
Hereafter.
The Qur’an is therefore not some super encyclopedia that contains all
the details of the world. You wont', for example, find knowledge of
computer programming in the Qur'an!
Many chapters and verses in the Qur’an are mixed and in nonchronological order. Topics do not always follow one another either. The
reason for this is to make guidance easier. By reading a chapter, or part
of a chapter, an individual reader will come across a variety of subjects
thus giving him or her a good platform concerning how to lead the
religious life.
Not many people will read the Qur’an from beginning to end. The Qur’an
therefore solves this problem by putting many subjects within a small
space where even the shortest read will give you ample information.
Despite the centrality of the Qur’an, it alone is not enough. Just like a
constitution needs interpreters, so does the Qur’an. The Qur’an’s
interpreter is the Messenger of Allah (s) and his Ahl al-Bayt (as). The
Qur’an thus needs a teacher so that humankind will be able to
understand and implement the Qur’an properly.
Now obviously people today tend to differ about the Qur’an even while
claiming to follow the Prophet (s). This is because not everything that
was related from the Prophet (s) was actually uttered by him. Many
people actively worked to distort his teachings about the Qur’an. This is
why Allah implemented a safety mechanism, that is, the Imams of the
Ahl al-Bayt (as), as a second set of teachers who would preserve the

Prophet Muhammad’s teachings about Islam and the Qur’an.
The Ahl al-Bayt (as), like the Prophet (s), are the infallible and sinless
teachers of Islam. The Qur’an says:
Allah intends only to remove from you the impurity [of sin], O people of
the Prophet's Household (Ahl al-Bayt), and to purify you with an
[extensive] purification. (Chapter 33, verse 33 of the Holy Qur’an)
So what does all of this mean? The Qur’an is a framework and
constitution of guidance for humankind. The Prophet (s) is the teacher
and explainer of the Qur’an. He also puts it into action.
However, the Prophet’s (s) teachings may also get distorted by people of
ill intention, so his Ahl al-Bayt (as) are the source of the Prophet’s
authentic teachings about Islam and the Qur’an. They are also the
perfect examples on how to put Islam and the Qur’an in action.
Until Next Time, Thank you for watching. As-salāmu ʿAlaykum wa
rahmatullāhi wa barakātuh

