Core Curriculum
1 God, Religion and Islam: An Introduction
1.3

Introduction to Islam
Islam began in the 7th century Mecca which is located in modern day
Saudi Arabia. It is the second largest religion in the world. As articulated
by its sacred text the Qur’an, it is God’s final religion on earth. Islam was
revealed by God’s last Prophet on earth, Muhammad the son of Abdullah
(s)
Islam is an Abrahamic religion, meaning that it is a monotheistic religion
that accepts most of the Old Testament and New Testament Prophets,
including Abraham, Noah, Moses and Jesus among other Prophets sent
by God to earth.
Islam also believes in the Devil, in angels, including the Archangels
Gabriel and Michael, as well as the Day of Judgment. Like Christianity,
Islam deems charity to be mandatory. Withholding help and charity is an
immoral and sinful act according to it.
However, unlike Christianity, it rejects the concept of the Trinity and
upholds God as absolutely one. Jesus (as) according to Islam was only a
divinely guided Prophet and not God Himself.
Islam is the fastest growing religion on earth and it has over 1.5 billion
followers.
The ultimate sacred text for the Muslims is the Qur’an. The Qur’an was
originally revealed in Arabic and is believed to be the literal word of God
that was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (s) and expressed
verbatim by him to the Muslim community.

According to the Qur’anic narrative, Islam does not see itself as a new
religion. It sees itself as the culmination of thousands upon thousands of
generations of Prophetic messages which began at the time of the
Prophet Adam (as), unto the Prophets Abraham, Moses, and Jesus
among others, and ending with the Prophet Muhammad (s).
To learn more, please tune into the full version of this lesson.

